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A stem cell donor registration drive was launched in Kitchener- contributions
Waterloo in June aimed at increasing the number of Chinese stem are
; = 5 cell registrants, and specifically helping a 41-year-old Chinese welcomed
,,';,'_“_:{g:'_ﬂﬂ'--“- (mother of a six-year-old boy) in Kitchener diagnosed with Acute and
e et Myeloid Leukemia urgently searching for an unrelated stem cell donor __ala_pr_egiaEd!__ v

for transplant.

Canada’s stem cell network is 82 per cent Caucasian and only 3 per
cent is of Chinese heritage. With the likelihood of finding a match far
greater within one’s own ethnic group, more donors from diverse
backgrounds are needed to sign up for the network.
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The local drive was initiated by Li Li, a friend of the patient. “Initially, | MM 2 il
registered myself as a donor. However, | realize just for one person to
register, the chance for match is almost impossible, so the best way is
to call for the Chinese community to come together to help her,” said
Li. “We need to call more people to join us to save her life.”
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With generous response from the local Chinese community and with
support from OneMatch Stem Cell and Marrow Network under the
Canadian Blood Services and OtherHalf Chinese Stem Cell Initiative,
— the drive was all set up in less than two weeks. 32 volunteers

5 6 7 89 1011 participated in the event, including a few from Toronto.
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“The earlier we can find a match for this young mother, the earlier she

can have a good chance to save her life,” said Connie Lau from
26 27 28 29 30 31 OtherHalf Chinese Stem Cell Initiative.
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143 Chinese community members registered at the Kitchener

Archive campaign, which is one of a series of “Summer of Saving Lives 2010”
across the Greater Toronto Area and nearby. DNA sample collection
(oral swabs) is included at all of the drive events.
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Currently, there are about 20 Chinese patients needing stem cells
transplants who are waiting for matched donors. Only 30 per cent of
patients will find a match within their own family, while the other 70
per cent must depend on the generosity of unrelated donors.
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For more information, visit www.onematch.ca and
www.chinesestemcell.ca . %R}, &I LL_ERIEE
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